
HAMILTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
APRIL 30, 2004

The Hamilton County Board of Commissioners met on Friday, April 30, 2004 at the Hamilton County Highway
Department 1700 S. 10th Street, Noblesville, Indiana.  President Dillinger called the meeting to order at 7:30 a.m. and
declared a quorum present of Commissioner Christine Altman, Commissioner Steven C. Dillinger and Commissioner
Steven A. Holt.

INDOT’s Rural Projects Call:
Mr. Brad Davis stated INDOT has made their annual Call for Projects with a deadline of May 15, 2004.  These

are for projects that fall outside of the MPO’s area boundaries.  The Highway Department recommends the following
projects:

Lamong Road from S.R. 38 to 246th Street (new road construction): we are purchasing right of way and it is
being redesigned.  Dillinger asked if this were approved, how would it fit in with our time table?  Mr. Davis stated we
have identified it as a possible 2006 construction, right of way would need to be purchased before 2006. Mr. Neal stated
since this is a rural area we can get development credit for the money we have already spent.  We could possibly have
to come up with only 10%.  Dillinger asked if this is approved will it speed it up or slow it down?  Mr. Davis stated it
speeds it up in the sense that we would have a funding source for construction and inspection, at least 80% of it.  If
there are other funds that could be used for construction, we could get it done faster than with federal aid.  Mr. Davis
stated he does not think we have the source of funds to construct it.  Altman asked when would we know?  Mr. Davis
stated last year’s submittals took over a year to hear the results.  In the meantime we will be purchasing right of way.

236th Street from U.S. 31 to Deming Road (reconstruction): Mr. Davis stated 236th Street is a corridor we
would like to improve from Sheridan to Cicero.  The more critical corridor would be to start from US 31 to Cicero.  We
did not look at going Cicero west is because that is in the MPO urbanized boundary.  Issues that will need to be
addressed include the alignment of the Anthony Road intersection, vertical curve issues will need to be corrected and a
bridge east of Anthony Road will be widened.  Preliminary plans are done to Cicero.   Holt stated development is
working their way out to this project.  Holt asked if Cicero knows what the status is of our engineering that we have
done from the town limits to US 31?  There are 900 acres in the hands of developers west of Cicero and it is just a
question of when.  Mr. Davis stated Cicero is the one community we have not met with.  Holt will schedule a meeting
with Cicero.

Mr. Davis stated we have discussed two corridors in the county, one is Cyntheanne Road and the other Towne
Road.  The highway department would like to see these corridors improved to give us more of a north-south
progression through the county.  We should consider a program to update those corridors.  Along with that it would be
nice if these corridors would remain in county jurisdiction so we can develop them to county standards.

136th Street from 136th Street and Prairie Baptist Road (intersection improvement): Mr. Davis stated they are
considering submitting for HES Funds (Hazard Elimination Funds) which are for safety issue corrections.  If we are
successful that would be 100% funding.  There would be possible development costs that would be involved.  The
design work is done.

Bridge #133 on 186th Street over Stony Creek and Bridge #68 on 281st Street over Duck Creek: Mr. Davis
stated the county is allowed to have four bridges in the program at any one time and we need to keep feeding the
program.  Holt asked when these two bridges go in, will we be at full allotment?  Mr. Davis stated yes.

Mr. Davis stated we can submit all of these projects, we earmark the year in which we would like to see it for
construction.  Holt motioned to approve the list.  Altman seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.

Road Closures:
Mr. Neal requested approval of three road closures: 1) Pennington Road between Middletown Avenue and

179th Street, beginning Thursday, April 29, 2004 for a period of 90 calendar days (replacement of Bridge #132).  2)
Oak Road between 151st Street and 161st Street beginning Monday, May 3, 2004 for a period of 90 calendar days
(replacement of Bridge #145).  3) Logan street between S.R. 19 and 8th Street between 7:00 p.m. Friday, May 21, 2004
and 6:00 a.m. Monday, May 24, 2004 (repairs to Bridge #207).  Holt motioned to approve.  Altman seconded.   Motion
carried unanimously.

Rapid Transit:
Mr. Mike Deering stated the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) was designated by the Governor to

lead regional transportation planning per federal regulations.  Any urbanized area with a population of 50,000 or more
has a designated MPO.  It is our charge to make federal funds available for transportation improvements.  We have
learned by watching other areas of the country that we need to look ahead for alternative modes of transportation for
commuting purposes.  We also have a bicycle plan and pedestrian plan.  We are looking at the Rapid Transit Study.
Whether we have a light rail or automated guide way system or hi-tech technology, we still need to look at transit as an
alternative to roadway improvements.  Possibilities include express bus routes, park & ride lots, car pools.  We could
set aside land for park & ride lots.  Mr. Deering stated he is contacting the jurisdictions to see if there is support for a
Regional Transit Authority (RTA) which would be a planning entity.  The MPO deals with highway planning of the
jurisdictions, but there is not an office that looks at ongoing transit planning and that is what the RTA would handle.
Mr. Deering stated an ordinance was introduced to the Marion County-City Council for the consideration of a formation
of a RTA.  It went to the Rules Committee on May 18th for further consideration.  Mr. Deering stated he would like to
solicit Hamilton County’s consideration for continued support.  In 1997 a resolution was passed by several entities,
including Hamilton County, to support the RTA.  Mr. Deering stated he will be making presentations or has made
presentations to several surrounding entities.  The introduction of the RTA is identical to what was introduced
previously with the exception that it will not solicit the ability to have taxing authority initially.  This is a point under
discussion within the Marion County-City Council.  The MPO feels strongly of the formation of an RTA and we are
providing some of our funds towards the salary of an Executive Director for the first year in the amount of $75,000 -
$80,000 which could possibly be continued in to the second year if needed.  Their function would be to coordinate and
further define the function of the RTA,  identify planning activities, solicit support from the surrounding entities which
have not passed resolutions to join the RTA initially.  Mr. Deering stated he is not requesting any action today, but will
be glad to come back and discuss this further as actions are taken by Marion County.  According to IC 36-9-3,which
indicates an ordinance must be passed by a central unit, in this case the City of Indianapolis would be the pertinent
municipality, and then resolutions would need to be passed by the other entities agreeing to join the RTA.  Mr. Deering
stated he will continue to make presentations to other entities to make sure there is a consensus that this is a good idea.
If Indianapolis does not pass this, he will still continue to think regionally.  Dillinger asked assuming we pass this
resolution, how much money would be needed and what would be obligating Hamilton County for?  Mr. Deering stated
that would have to be worked out, the Executive Director would work with everyone to see what exactly needed to be
done, such as hiring a staff to get this organization running.  Altman stated it would be nice if the Executive Director
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would have some fiscal background to do some modeling for various funding mechanisms.  Holt asked Mr. Deering as
he gets the information on other MPO jurisdictions, would he forward it to Hamilton County.  Altman asked Mr.
Deering to supply a copy of the ordinance presented in Marion County to the Commissioners.  Mr. Deering stated he
will, after it goes through the rules committee.

Mr. Davis stated when he was presenting Hamilton County projects to the MPO there was a discussion of
incorporating Park & Ride lots in some of our federally funding improvement projects.  Mr. Deering stated he he is
currently looking to see if any funds may be available.

146th Street Extension Project:
Mr. Neal stated Sand Creek is not well defined and is very shallow.  There are two pipes under the existing

146th Street which together are big enough to be considered a bridge, but they are still under 30’ total span.  When you
get to the proposed 146th Street we are at 350’ to get across.  They are proposing to design channel work for Sand
Creek to define the channel.  This will need to go before the Drainage Board on May 10th and they will be looking for
funding.

Holt motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Altman seconded.   Motion carried unanimously.
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